25X1
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 201 1/07/21 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600040280-7

L CLASSIFICATION :
uﬁ’ﬁ IoN
CcenPER m Wency REPORT

A INFORMATION REPORT o No 25X1
COUNTRY China (Sinkiang) ’ Lowrmjg—u‘y 53
SUBJECT Kazakh Daily Aeimties/met/hliws/nrees NC. OF PAGES 3

PLACE :
ACQUIRED ff%c?EEE,'C‘nCLS'

25X1
25X1 DATE SUPPLEMENT
ACQU RED ~ REPORT NO. b
DATE OF INF| »
THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

25X1

25X1

8. The Kazakhs arise between 9300 and 10:00 a.m. and immediately the womenfolk
start the fires and warm scas water., Then evecyone, inclading the wemen and
children, step out of the yurt® (a round feit tect with 2 concial roof)
with kettles, pans and pails and proceed to wash themsalves &8 prescribed
by their religion. This washing process is called "dareht® and precedes
cach of the five daily prayers. It consists of the careful washing of their
face and neck, the fset and lsgs up to the knees, the hands and arms up to
the albows and the fore and aft privete portions of the body. If the private
portions are used between the time of the washing snd prayer, they must be
rewashed, After everyone in the "aul" (encampment) is properiy bathed the
"mlleh™ (elder of the encampment, or clan, who acis as their religicus leader)
cries out the prayers while facing the west. Aftar the mllah ig +hrough,

1) memburs of the SiCimpment repeai his praysrs,

b. Following the completion of the morning prayers, the Kazakh womer return to
their yurts and prepare the hreakfast. The breakfast consists of strong,
salted tea which is taken vith, or without, goat's or ewels cresm and had
vith Yohilpek® (flour and water pancakes that are about a half inch thick
and six to eight inches wide. They are fried in lamb's fat cr cooked in
smoldering ashes) or *baursak® (ssme dough, but formed inte rolis which
are about an inch thick and cut into lengths of approximately ere inek.
They are fried in lambis fat).

c. After breakfast, about 11:00 8.3., the menfolk get onio thair horoes, molba
& superficial check of the mal and the vattle aund then ride to the nearby
auls where they spend the rest of the afternoen talking to the menfolk of
these auls. This popular daily activity is called"aul schilap® (the visiting
of adjoining encampments) or "kuidruip bargan® (the pleaswrs of visiting
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outsiders). Duriag these daily visits the wen drink aalted tee, "kumig" ;
(fermex;ted mare's milk), "“iran" (fermented ewe's milk), esat baursak, chilpek, *
"kurd" (ballg offatty cieese that are dried in the sun and white in color) and
"irimshik" (dry yellow crumbs of milk, made by bolling awey ncn-fat milk) and
talk. The most common ‘tdpic of ‘conversation at these visits 1s their sex life,
vhich they discuss with great frankness. They also exchange items of news and
gossip. The Kazekh menfolk usually get back to their aul about 3:00 or 4:00 D.n.

d. In the meantime, their wives and womenfolk have been tidying up the yurt,
watching after the cattie > washing clothes, gathering and shopping wood and
preparing a soup which is called "kozhe". fThis soup 1s made of rice and the, )
previous night's leftover mutton. The women also slaughter the sheep for the
evening meal, clean the skins and cut, wash and Mace the mutton in a “kazan"
(an oval cast irom bowl).

e, After the men get home, each cne goes tc his yurt and has several bowls of
kozhe and then rests. At about 6:00 or 7:00 in the evening the men order that
the fires under the kazans, containing the evening meal of mutton, be iit., The
mutton usually fries for about three hours. While the wemen cook the evenirg
meal, the menfolk visit with one another and again discuss women and other gossip
and-news that has been picked up during the day's kuidruip ‘bargen.

f. At about 9:00 or 10:00 P.m., when the evening meal ig ready, the menfolk return
to their yurts and sit down in & cirele, with their legs srossed. They then
wash their mouths, faces and hands.’ This is done by having the Yyounger women*
and "koichi" (waiters who are usually young boys o: poor sheep herders) pass
peils of water around and then "oramsl® (towels). Then the kotchi pass several
large "pla'btera, either wooden or enamel, of mutton, cut in largs pieces, to the
mn who act a8s carvers. Thege men, who volunteer to do the curving, then start f
to cut the meat, placing the cuts of mutton where others‘car reach them and at
the same ime helping themselves to the cholce cuts. The others reach ont and
help' themgelves with their han@s. Prior to taking a bite of mutton it ig
alwvays dipped into individual bowls of "tuizduik" (very salty hot water). A ter

* ealing. great quantitles of mutton each rerson is served a bowl of "kasyeh"
bouillon) and followed by salted tea, baursak and chilpek.

8. Afier dinner, everyone leaves the yurt end goes through the religloue washing
I;oceds and prays. After the rrayers, all the members of the &vl 81t around -an
open fire, for as ‘long as they wish, end then retire to their yurts, If it is
a rich aul, having from 20 to 30 yurts, it usvally bas a "bahktseh" {combination
of clown, minstrel and fortune teller), who entertains them after dinger vy -
Playing their native tunes on & "dumbra" {2 musical instrument regembling the
balalatka),  tells humorous tales » 8ings of their national heroes smd théir
victories, and tells fortumes, The hahktsen also entertains the menfolk
between the time that they retura to their aul and dinner tire,

2. Xazakh Dwe].li_ngg and Furnishings: The Kazakhs live i+ wurete 211 the wrar arowel
Loy 2 dstalled 3escription o1 6 ywrt end its ixterior » Turts
belonging to the wealthier Kazakh families are generally cerpeted wiih fine Khotan
rugs, and they also hang rugs or the imsides' of yurts for purposes of decoration.
Since they eat with their hands, they have no eating utensils. Their cooking
utensils are- comprised of a large kazsn, miscellaneous enamel pots and pans and
wooder spoons, bowls, etc. - .

3. Holi;%zns; Customs and Special Events: The biggest Kazakh "toy" (festivity) is
» Vhich ocowrs in September. * I don't know the significance of this
Spoclal event. At this time a whole week is devoted to drinking, eating, norse
racing end goihas pisasures ani gaieties. The only other oy thai I caa recail is
"32”, ‘which is an indivifual feziiies festivity over any end all annive- zasiee. ouch
&s viribdays, wedaings and deaths. /For more infermatvion regaxding th2 custumg and
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4, Eayakh Dress: : :

a, mhakhdnn,ofbothmunandimn, is the same the year arowmd. The
mmo'hntm&thsyml'-w. The crown of this hat is made of
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blac silk both on the inside ani the outgide, with a gay, fluffy feather on ‘
the top. It then hes & brim, ear flaps and g partion which covers the entire .

neck. These are silk on one side and ‘fox fur on the other. The fox fux is
used for. det_‘:orativa,pm'posea,dm'ing woarn weather, when the brim, ear fiaps and .
neck,canraretiedupmrthe'cm,a.ndgivethewearervamthdwingtha ;
cold seasons. They wear a white cotton, shirt, "koiliok", whica has tomg sleqves :
aud a yide collar. Their trousers, "suim", are also made of vhite cotton.amd , .
are tucked under black o red leather knee-high boots. These boots , "yehtulk",

» ore easlly distinguished by their high heels. They then wear a vest, "schalbar”,
sad Jackst, "chaket”, both made of karekul lemb skin. The fur is worn on the

b. The Kazakh vomen wear almost the seme. clothes as the men, the only majoxr difference

is their head dress vhich 18 a white cotton hood which exposes only the face.
The "khaten kioliok" (women's shirts) extends to the knees. Their underwear

-+ consists of either white or red cotton pantaloons, which extend to the ankles
and are pulled tight.by a string at the waist., The gkirt also.extends 1o the .
ankles ‘and 16 made of vari~-colored cotton, usually having & flower design,
The Kazakh women-also weer a vest apd Jacket, but theirs are made of red or
black velvet, or & combination of these two colors. The Kazakh vomen wear the
‘same knse-high boots as the men, the only difference being that theis heels are
even higher,

¢. Both Kazakh men and women in the warm summer days wear a boot called “niagy"
instead of the yehtuk, The miasy is a more comfortsble boot made of light, red
or black, loather and fits the foot and leg like a-‘glove. A part -of -the miasy
is mabtching leathsr galoshes, which help protect, the soft Jeather when outside
andvhichmkickadotfvhcnenteringthemt. oL L

5, mo products in the US whinh could be substituted far products worn and
use : Kazakhs. The only exception to this statement would be the few Soviet

! menufactured enamel cooking utensils Which are used by them..
.~end -
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